An Actefor puniſhment of Rogues 
Vagabonds, and ſturdie Beggers. Anno 


xxxix. Reginz Elizabethæ. 


Du! the ſuppꝛeſling of Rogues, Aagabonds, and ſturdy beggers, Be it enacted by 
the authoꝛitie ot this preſent Parliament, that from and after the feaſt of Eaſter 
F aert comming, all Statutes heretofoze made foz the puniſhment of Rogues, 
'S MB Aagabonds oꝛ ſturdy beggers oz foꝛ the erection oꝛ maintenance of houſes of coꝛ⸗ 
FS tection oꝛ touching the lame, ſhall foꝛ ſo much as concerneth the (ame, be vtterly 

| PEW repealed : And that ſrom and after the ſaid feaſt of Eafter, from time to time it 
ſihali and may be lawfull to and foz the Juſtices of Peace of any County oz Cittie 
in this Rea'meo2 the D minions of ales, aſſembled at any quarter Seſſions 
1 28. okthe Peace within the ſame County, Cittp, Boꝛough, oz towne cozpozate, oz the 
13 AA mote part ofthem,toſct downe oꝛder to erect, and to cauſe to bee erected one oz 
nose houſes of cozrection within their leuerall Counties oꝛ Cities: For the do⸗ 
ing and perfouming whereof, and foꝛ the pꝛouiding of ſtockes of money, and all o⸗ 
| —— th:rthingsne:eſſary foꝛ the ſame, and the raiſing and goucrning oftheſame,and 
fo coꝛrection andpuniſhment of off:nders thither to be committed,ſuch oꝛders as the ſaine Juſtices oꝛ the moꝛe part 
of them ſhall from tune to time take, retoꝛme, oꝛ ſet downe in any their laid quarter Sellions in that behalfe, ſhall 
be of foꝛce, and be duely perfozined and put in execution. 

And be it allo further enacted by the authoꝛity afozeſaid, That all perſons calling themſelues Schollers go⸗ 
ing about begging, all Sꝛataring men pꝛetending loſſes of their ſhips oꝛ goods on the Sea, going about the coun- 
trep begging, Al idle perlons going about in any countrey either beg ging oz vſing any lubtile craft, oz vnla wfull 
ga nes and plapes, oꝛ fayning themielues to haue knowledge in P hhyliognomie Palmeſtry, oz other like crafty ſci⸗ 
ence, oꝛ pꝛetending that they can tell deſtunes, foꝛtunes, oꝛ ſuch other lite fantaſticall unaginations: All perſons that 
be, oꝛ vtter theinſelues to be Pꝛoctoꝛs,pꝛocurers patent gatherers, oꝛ Collectoꝛs foꝛ gaoles, pꝛiſons,oꝛ Boſpitals. 
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All Fencers, Bearewards, common players of JInterludes, and Minſtrels, wandering abzoad (other then plapers 


of Interludes belonging to any Baron of tyt 3 Realme, oꝛ any other honourable parſonage of greater degree, to bee 
authoztized to play vnder the hand and Seale ot à rines of ſuch Baron oz perlonage) All Jug:ers, Tinkers, Ped- 
lers, and petie Chapmen wandering abꝛoad All wandering perſon3 and cominon Labourers, being perſons able 
in body, ling loytering, and reuſing to wozke foꝛ ſuch reaſonable wages, as is taxed oꝛ commonly giuen in ſuch 
parts, where ſuch perſons doe. oꝛ ſhall happen to dwell oꝛ abide, not haning liuing otherwile to maintaine them⸗ 
ſelues, All perſons deliuered out of gaoles that begge foz their fees. oꝛ otherwile do trauaile begging: All ſuch per- 
ns as ſhall wander abꝛoad begg ing, pꝛetending loſſes by fre, oz otherwiſe: And all ſuch perſons not being felong, 
wandering and pꝛetending themſelues to be Egyptians.oꝛ wandering in the habite, foꝛme, oꝛ attire of counterfeite 
Egyptians . ſhall be taken adiudged and deemed Rogues, Uagabonds, and ſturdy beggers, and ſhall ſuſteine ſuch 
paine and puniſhments,as by this Acte is in that be;alfe appointed. | | 

And bee it enacted by the authozity afoꝛeſaid, that euery perſon which is by this preſent Acte declare d to beea 
Rogue, Uagabond, oꝛ ſturdy begger, which ſhall bee at any time after the ſa:d feaſt of Eaſter next comming, taken 
begging,vagrant, wandering oz miloꝛdering themſelues in any part of this Kealme, oz the Dominion of Wales, 
{hall vpon their appꝛehenſion by the appointment of any Juſſice ofthe Peace, Conſtable, Headbozough oz Ty⸗ 


thingman of the lame County,Hundzed.Parilh,oz Tything, where ſuch perſon ſhall be taken, the Tythingmanoz 


Headbozough, being aſſiſted therein with the aduiſe of the Miniſter, and one other ofthat Parilh, bee ripped nas 
ked from the middle vp wards, and ſhall be openly whipped vntill his oz her body bebloudy : and ſhall be fozthwith 
ſent from Pariſh toPartſh,by the Officers of euery the lame, the next ſtraight way to the Pariſh where hee was 
bozne,ifthe lame map be knowne by the parties confeſſion oꝛ otherwiſe. And if the lame be not knowne, then to the 
Pariſh where he oꝛ the laſt dwelt befoꝛe the lame puniſhinent by the ſpace of one whole yere there to put him, oꝛ her 
ſelfe to labour as a true Subiect ought to doe: Oʒ not being knowne where he oz ſhe was boꝛne oꝛ laſt dwelt, then 
to the Pariſh thꝛough which hee oz ſhee laſt paſſed without puniſhme:t. After which whipping the ſame perſon 
ſhall haue ateſtimpniall ſubſcribed with the hand, and Sealed with the Seale ol the ſame Juſtice of the Peace, 
Conftable,Headbozoug\ oz Tythingman, and of the Miniſter of the lame Pariſh, oꝛ of any two of them, teſtifying 
that the ſame perſon hath beene puniſhed accoꝛding to this Acte, and mentioning the day a place ol his oꝛ her pu⸗ 
niſhment, and the plate whereunto luch perſon is limitted to goe, and by what time the ſaid perſon is limited to 
pade thither at his perill. Ind if the laid perſon though his oz her default do not accompliſh tie oꝛder appointed 
by the laid teſtimoniall· then to be eftſoones taken and wohipped . and ſo as of en as any default ſhal be found in him 
ot her, contrary to the fozme ofthis Statute,in euery plate to be whipped till ſuch perſon be repayꝛed to the place lis 
mited : Theſnbltance of which teſtimoniall ſha'l be regiſtred by the Miniſtec of that pariſh, in a Booke to be pꝛoui⸗ 
ded foz that purpoſe,vpon paine to foxfcit fine ſhillings foꝛ 2uery default thereof, and the party ſo whipped, and not 
knowne — 02 ſhe was boꝛne, 02 laſt dwelt by the ſpace ot a yeare, ſhall by the Officers of the laide Uillage 
where he oꝛ che lo laſt paſt thozow without puniſhment,be conuered to the houſe of Coxrect:on of the lint wherein 
the ſaid Clillage ſtandeth, oꝛ to the common gaole of that County oz place, there to remame and bee tmployed in 
woꝛke. vntill he oz ſhe ſhall be placed in ſome ſeruice,and ſo to continue by the ſpace of one yeare, oꝛ not being able of 
body, vutill he oz ſhe ſhall be placed to remaine in ſome Almeſhoule in the ſame County oz place. HE 
Pꝛouided alwayes,an? be it enacted, it any ot the laid Rogues ſhall appeare to bee dangerous to the inferioꝛ 
ſoꝛt of people where thepHhall be taken, oꝛ otherwiſe be ſuch as will not be rekoꝛmed of their rogiſh kind of life by the 
foꝛmer pꝛouilions of this Acte, That in euery ſuch taſe it ſhall and may bee lawfull to the iaid Juſtices of the lunit 
where any ſuch Rogue ſhall be taken o: any two ol the n, whereok one to be of the Quorum, to commit that Rogue 
to the houſe of Coꝛrection, oꝛ otherwiſe ty the gaole of the County,there to remaine vntill their next quarter Seſſi. 
ons to be holden in that County, and then ſuch of the ſame Rogues lo conanitted, as by the Juſtices of the Peace 
then and there pꝛelent, oꝛ the moſt part of them, ſhall ve thought fit not to bee deliuered, all and may law fully by 
che ſam: Juſtices oꝛ the moſt part of them, be baniſhed out of this Rꝛalme, and all other the Dominions thereof and 


- 
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at the charges ofthat Countreyp,ſhall be cotrueyed bntoſuch parts beyond the Seas as ſhall be at any time hereaf- 
ter foz that purpoſe aſſigned by the pꝛiuy Councell vnto her Maieſtie, her heires oz ſucceſſoꝛs, oꝛ by any ſixe oꝛ moꝛe 

of them, whereof the L. Chancelloz,oz L. Keeper ofthe great Seale, oꝛ the L. Treaſurer fo the time being to bee 

one, Oꝛ otherwiſe be iudged perpetually to the Galleis of this Realme, as by the ſame Juſtices oz the moſt part of 
them it ſhall be thought fit and expedient. Ind ik any ſuch Rogue ſo baniſhed as afoꝛeſaid ſhall returne againe in⸗ 
to any part ot this Realme oz dominion of Wales, without la wfull licence oz warrant ſo to doe that in euery ſuch 
caſe, ſuch offence ſhall be felony, and the partie c flending therein ſuffer death as in caſe of f. lony - The ſaid felony to 
be heard and determined in that County of this Realme oz ales, in which the offendo? ſhall be appzchended. 

Ind be it elſo enacted by the authozity afoꝛeſaid, that if any towne . pariſh, oꝛ v.llage,the Conſtable, Headboꝛough 
oꝛ Tithingman be negligent and do not his oz their beſt endeuours foꝛ the appzehenſton of ſuch Uagabond,Rogue, 
o ſturdy Begger, which there ſhall be found contraryto the foꝛme of this pzc\. ur Acts, and to cauſe eueryof them 
to be puniſhed and conueyed acco:ding to the true meaning oft is p2c ſent Acte, that then the ſaid Conſtable, Head- 
bozough,oz Tithinginan,in whome ſich default ſhall be,ſhallloſe and fox. it foꝛ euery ſuch default x s And alſo if a⸗ 
ny perſon oꝛ perſons doe in any wi e diſturbe oz let theerecuttonoi this law oꝛ any part thereof, concerning the pu⸗ 
niſhment oz conueying of B ogres, Ua gabonde, ſlur dy Beggers, oz the relicſe oꝛ ſetling of pooꝛe impotent perſons 
in any maner of wiſe oꝛ mate relculle age inſt any officer oꝛ perſon autho ized by this pꝛel ent Acte fox the due exe⸗ 
cution of any the pꝛ miſſes, the ſame perſon ſo offending,ſhal koꝛteit and loſc foꝛ euer ſuch offence the ſumme of v. li. 
and ſhall be bound to the good behauiout. | 

And be it alſo furiher enacted by the authozitte afoꝛeſaſd, that no perſo i oꝛ perſons hauing charge in any VoPage, 
in paſting from (he Kea ms of Jreland c2 Scotland,oz from the feof Man into this Realm et England, do wit- 
tingly oꝛ willingty bꝛing oꝛ conucy,02 ſuff; t to be bꝛought oz conueyed in any vellell oꝛ Boate, from and out ofthe 
ſaid Realme of Freland, Scotland, oꝛ Iſle of Man, into the Realme of England oꝛ males, oꝛ any part thereof, any 
Uagabond, Rogue, oz Begger, oz any ſuch as ſhall be foxced oz very like to llue by begging within the Kealme of 
England oꝛ males, being boꝛne in the ſame Kealmes oz Illand, on paine of euery ſuch perſon ſo offending, to koꝛ⸗ 
feit and loſe foꝛ cuery ſuch Jagabond, Rogue, Begger, oꝛ other perſon like to liue by begging tr. g. to the vie of the 
pooꝛe of the ſaid pariſh in which they v ere let on land. Ind if any ſuch Mau nk. Scottilh, oꝛ Triſh Rogue, Ciaga- 
bond. oꝛ Begger, be alrcady, oꝛ ſhail at any time here: fler be ſet on land, oꝛ ſhall come into any part of England oz 
Males,the ſaine after he oꝛ ſh: ſhall be puniſhed as afoꝛeſaid, ſh all be ccnut vc d to the next port oz parifh in oꝛ necre 
which they were landed oz f:rft came, in ſuch ſoꝛt as Rogues are oppointed tobe by this pꝛeſent Xcte , and from 
thente to be tranſpoꝛted at the common charge of the Count rep where they were ſet on land. into thoſe parts fron 
whence they came oz were bꝛought. And that every Conſtable, eadbo . oug) and Tithingman neglect eng the due 
perfoumance thereof, ſhall foꝛc eit fox eu tyſuch offence x. g. 

Be it further enacted by tie authoꝛitie afoꝛc ſa.d, that no diſcaſcd oꝛ impotent pooꝛe perſon ſhall at any time reſozt 
oꝛ repaire from their dwelling places to the Cittie of Bath, oz towne ot Buxton, oz cither ot them tothe Bathes 
there foꝛ the caſe of their grie fs, vnleſſe ſuch perſon do lo beate to bꝛogge and be licenſed to paſſe thither by two Ju⸗ 
ſticeg of the Peace,ofthe County where ſuch perſon doth oꝛ ſha!l then dwell oz remaine, and pꝛouided oz to trauail 
with ſuch reliefe. foꝛ and towards his oz her maintenance, as hall be neceſſary foꝛ the ſame perſon, loꝛ the tune of 
ſuch his oꝛ her trauell, and abode at the Citie of Bath and towne ol Buxton. 92 either of them, and returne thence, 
and ſhall returne home againe as ſhall be limitted by the ſaid licence, vpon paine to be reputed, puniſhed, and vſed 
as Rogues, Aagabonds, and ſturdy Beggers declared by this pꝛeſent Acte. a nd that tie inhabitants cftheſame 
— of Bath, and town ol Burton, ſhall not in any wiſe be charged by this Acte,with the finding 02 reliefe ol any 
ſuch pooꝛe people. | 

Pꝛouided alwayes that the Juſtices of Peace within any County ok this Realme oꝛ Males.ſhall not intromit 
oꝛ enter into any Citty, boꝛough oꝛ town: s coꝛpoꝛate, where be any Juſtice oꝛ Juſtices ofthe Peace foz any ſuch 
Cittie,bozough oz towne coꝛpoꝛate fo the execution of any bꝛanch, article oꝛ ſentence ofthis Icte,foz oz concerning 
anpoffente, matter oꝛ cauſe growing 92 ariſing within the Pꝛecincts.liberties,oꝛ turiſdictiong of ſuch Citie, bo⸗ 
rough, oꝛ townes coꝛpoꝛate, But that it may and ſhall be law full to the Juſtice and Juſtices ot the Peace, May- 
os, Bayliffes,and other head Officers of thoſe Citties, Boꝛoughes, and Townes cozpozate, where there be ſuch 
Auſtices ot the Peace to pꝛoceed to the execution of this Act, within the Pꝛecinct and compas ot their liberties in 
ſuch manner and koꝛme as the Juſtices ol Peace, in any County may oꝛ ought to doe within the laine County, by 
vertue of this Act, Any thing in this Acte tothe contrary thereof notwithſtanding. 3 

Pꝛouided al wayes that this Act, oꝛ any thing therein contained, ſhall net extend, tothe poote people fox. the 
time being, in the Holpitall, called S. Thomas Hoſpitall, other wiſe called the Kinges Yoſpttall. in the Bozough of 
DSouthwarke,neare adioyning to the Citie of London, but that the Mayoꝛ,comminaltie and Citfizens of the ſaid 
Cittie of London foꝛ the time being, ſhall and may haue the rule, oꝛder and geuernment of the ſaid Hoſpitall, and 
ofthe pooꝛe people therein ſo! the time being any thing in this Acte to the contrary notwithſtanding. 7 

Pꝛouided alwayes that this Acte, oꝛ any thing therein contayned,s2 any authozity thereby giuen, ſhall not in 
any wiſe extend to Diſhenherite, pꝛeiudice oꝛ hinder lohn Dutton of Dutton. in the County of Cheſter Eſquier, his 
heires oꝛ aſlignes.ſoꝛ, touching oꝛ concerning cnylibertie, pꝛeheminence, authozity, iurildiction oz inheritance, 
which the (aid lohn Dutton now lawfully vſeth,nz hath,oz lawfully may £2 ought to bſe within the County Palã⸗ 
tine ofCheſter,and the County of the Cititz of Cheſter,o2 epther of them, by reaſon of any auncient Charters of a- 
ny Ringes of this land. oꝛ by reaſon of any pꝛelcription, vſage oz title whatſoeuer. | | 

And be it further enacted by the authority aloꝛelaid, that all fines and foꝛfeytures appointed, oꝛ to grow by this 
preſent Act. except ſuch as are otherwile limited and apointed by this pꝛeſent Act) ſhal wholy go and be imployed 
to the vſeofthe reparations,and maintenance ok the ſa:d houſes ot Coꝛrection, and ſtock and ſtoze therof,0z reltefe 
of the pooꝛe, where the offznce ſhall be committed at the diſcretion ofthe Juſtices ofthe Peace ofthe lame limit, 
cittie,bozough oꝛ towne coꝛpoꝛate: Ind that all fines and foxfeytures appointed oꝛ to grow by conuiction of any 
perſon accoꝛding to this pꝛeſent Act, ſhall by warrant vnder the handes and ſeales of any two oz more of the Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace ot the ſame County,citty,bozough oz town cozpozate,be leuied by diſtreſſe, and ſale of the goods 
and chattels of the offendoz,which ſale ſhall be good in the Law againſt ſuch offendoz, Andithat if any of the laide 
offences ſhall be conteſſed by the offendo2.02 that the ſame ſhall be pꝛoued by two fuſſicient and lawfull witneſſes, 
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veloꝛe ſuch two oꝛ moꝛe Juſtices ofthe Peace, That then euery ſuch perſon ſhal foꝛthwith dand and bre in the 


Law conuicted thereof. i | | 
And be it alſo further enacted by the authoutie afozeſaid,that any two oꝛ mote Juſtices of the Peare within 


all the ſaid ſeuerall Shires;citties, bozoughes oz townes coꝛpoꝛate, whereof one to be of the Quorum, ſhall haue 


full power by authozityof this preſent Acte, to heare and determine all cauſes that ſhall grow oꝛ come inquelt;on, 


by reaſon of this Acte. | ; 
And be it alſo further enacted bp the authozify afozeſatd,that the Loꝛd Chancelloꝛ oꝛ Keeper of the great ſcale 


of England fo2 the time being,fhall and may at all times hereafter by vertue ofthis pꝛeſent Act, without further 
warrant make and direct Commiſſion oꝛ Commiſſions vnder the great ſeale of England,to any perſo: cz perſons 
giuing them oꝛ lo ne of them thereby authozity,aſwell by the oathes of good and lawfull men, as of witneſſes, o: 
examination of parties, oꝛ by any other lawfull wayes oz meanes whatſoeuet, to enquire what ſummes of mo- 
ney oꝛ other thinges haue beene oz ſhall be collected oz gathered foꝛ, oz towardes the erection ol any houſes of coꝛ 
rection, oꝛ any ſtockes, oꝛ other thinges to ſet pooꝛe on woꝛke, oꝛ fo2 the maintenance thereof at any time, after the ſe 
uenteenth day of Rouember, in the eighteenth peare of the raigne of the Quecnes molt excellent Maieſty, and by 
whoine the ſaine were 02 ſhalbe collected oꝛ gathered, and to whoſe handes comimen, and to what bſe, and by 
whoſe direction the ſame was oꝛ ſhalbe imploped. And to call all and eue ty ſuch perſon and perſons, and theit 
ſureties, and euery oftheir executoꝛs 02 adminiſtratoꝛs to an account: And to compell them and euery of them by 
attachment of their goods oz bodies to appeare befoꝛe thein fox the ſame, and to heare and determine the lame, and 
to leuie ſuch money and thinges as they ſhall find not to haue beene due ly imployed vpon the ſaide houſes of cozrec- 
tion, oꝛ ſtocks, oꝛ vpon other lise vles, hauing in ſuch other like vles reſpect of things paft by the ſaid Commiſſioners 
to be allowed of, eyther do diſtreſſe, and ſale ol the goodes and chattels of ſuch perſons, as they wall thinke fit to be 
chargeable oz aunſwerable foꝛ the ſame, oz by impꝛilonment of their bod ies at their diſcretion: And that the ſaid 
Commiſſioners ſhall haue full power and authouty to execute the ſame Commiſſion, accoꝛding to the tenoꝛ and 
purpoꝛt thereof: Ind that all their pzoceedinges, doinges, iudgements, and executions by foꝛce and authozity 
thereof,ſhall be and remaine good and auaileable in the Law: which ſaid money ſo leuied by the laid Commiſſio⸗ 
ners, all be deliuered and imployed for the erecting oꝛ maintenance ofthe ſame. : 

Pꝛouided alwayes neuertheleſſe that euery Sea-faring man ſuffering ſhipwꝛacke, not hauing wherewith to 
relieue himſelfe in his trauels homt war des, but hauing a teſtimoniali vnder the hand of ſome one Juſttce of the 
Peace, of, oꝛ neare the place where he landed ſetting downe therein the place and time where and when he landed, 
and the placeofthe parties, dwelling, oꝛ birth, vnto which he is to paſſe, and a conuenient time therein to be limited 
fo: his paſſage, ſhall and may without incurring the danger and penaltie of this Icte in the vluall wapes, directly 
to the place, vnto which he is directed to paſſe, and within the time in ſuch his teſtimontall limited fox his paſſage, 
aſke and receiue ſuch reliefe as ſhall be net eſſarie, in, and foz his paſſage. : 

Pꝛouided allo, that this ſtatute noꝛ any thing therein contained, ſhall extend to any childzen vnder the age of 
ſeuen peares.noꝛ to any ſuch Glaſſemen, as ſhall be of good behauiour, and do trauaile in,o2 though any Country 

begging, hauing licence foꝛ their trauelling vnder the handes and ſeales of thzee Juſtices ofthe Peace ol 


8. am County wer; ther trauell. mhexe/f ane o hs of the Quorum. 


And de it allo kurther enacted vy the autyouty at61eſafd, that this pꝛeient Act ſhall bee pꝛotlauneo in tye next 
quarter Sellion oꝛ Seſſions in euerie Count, and in ſuch other market Townes oꝛ places, as by the moze part 
ofthe Juſtices ofthe Peace in the ſaid Seſſions ſhall be agreede and appointed. This Acte to endure to the end 


of the lirſt Seſſion ol the next Parliament. 


FINIS. 


